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CENTENNIAL BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

Warminster, Pennsylvania 

MINUTES of COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 

HELD November 23, 2021 

1. WELCOME

1.1 CALL TO ORDER (Mrs. Crossan) 

A Committee of the Whole Meeting of the Centennial School Board was held November 23, 

2021 in the Board Room at the Administration Building.  The meeting was called to order by 

Mrs. Crossan at 7:03 p.m. 

1.2 ROLL CALL (Mrs. Crossan) 

The following Board members were present:  Christopher Berdnik, Mary Alice Brancato, Patti 

Crossan, Andrew Dixon, Shelley Eilenberg, Flemming Godiksen, Michael Lydon, Charles 

Martin.   

The following Administrative members were in attendance at the meeting:  Dr. Dana Bedden, 

Tom Greenwood, Melissa Bolden, Anthony Gabriele, Dr. Dennis Best, Robert Whartenby, 

Karen Pressler, Michelle Gill, Dr. Julie Henrich, Joseph Carracappa, Joseph Rutz.   

Jerry Shenkman, Solicitor, was present. 

1.3 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE (Mrs. Crossan) 

Mrs. Crossan led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

1.4 ANNOUNCEMENTS (Mrs. Crossan) 

Mrs. Crossan announced that a Special Board Meeting is scheduled for Friday, December 3, 

2021 to replace Mr. Panofsky, School Board Director, who has resigned.  The deadline to 
submit a resume and letter of interest is December 2 at 7:00 p.m.  Any resident who is interested 

and not able to attend on December 3 for the interviews can pre-record your interview.  Details 

on this process are available from administration.   

Mr. Dixon said this is his last Board meeting and he said thank you to the community for the 

opportunity to serve.   

1.5 PUBLIC COMMENTS BY RESIDENTS (Mrs. Crossan) 

Mr. Mike Sperduto, community member and employee, asked if anyone from the Board had 

reviewed the books that were discussed at a prior Board meeting.  He said this question has not 

been answered yet.  He also spoke about the Board agenda review process and reading scores 

for students.  Kristen Kirschner, community resident, spoke about the Sunshine Law and the 

vacancy on the Board.  Lauren McRae, community resident, spoke about the September 14 
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School Board meeting YouTube video, masks, and the proposed book list.  Jeanette DeMito, 

community resident, spoke about the book list presented to the Board at a prior meeting.  

Tiffanie Budnick, community resident, spoke about the announcement to have a Special Board 

Meeting on December 3.  Mr. Dixon asked for a comment on this topic from the solicitor.  Mr. 

Jerry Shenkman, district solicitor, said it was his understanding that an agreement was reached 

among the parties to go forward with the December 3 meeting.  Stacey Hill, community resident, 

spoke about the announcement to have a Special Board Meeting on December 3.  Arthur Krysko, 

community resident, spoke about Board decisions.  Dr. Bedden noted that the $94,000 that was 

proposed to purchase books has not been spent.  Mr. David McKinney, community resident, 

spoke about the interviews for the vacant position on the School Board.  Heather Zychal, 

community resident, spoke about the current climate in the district, violence in the schools, and 

the health and safety plan.  

Dr. Bedden said he would be reaching out to Ms. Zychal regarding the supports available for 

students.  Dr. Bedden said the district sent out information about Mr. Ross’ response regarding 

what happened with the video that was questioned at a prior meeting.  The district newsletter 

with data and information about student performance was also sent out.  Mr. Dixon asked if 

someone from administration could enumerate the resources that are available.  Dr. Best said the 

district allocated funding for mental health supports in all six schools, increased therapeutic 

resources with Lakeside, increased Student Assistance Program counselors, and added after 

school academic tutoring.  Melissa Bolden stated the district added academic coaches, 

established a partnership with Delaware Valley University and Cabrini College, added supports 

during the school day, increased math specialists with an emphasis on the MTSS process, and is 

continuing the district’s partnership with AIM.  

Mr. Micheal Negovan, community resident, spoke about the Special Board Meeting on 

December 3 and said he has a copy of the court order regarding the court proceedings yesterday.  

He also spoke about CRT and equity training.  Dr. Bedden asked that it be noted on the record 

that Centennial School District has not done anything with Critical Race Theory (CRT), it was 

never in our curriculum, and it is not in our curriculum.  Katherine Laigele, community resident, 

spoke about social events at the schools.  Dr. Best responded regarding recent events at Willow 

Dale and the high school. 

2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Mrs. Eilenberg read the following resolution: 

Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 

2.1 Approves the November 23, 2021 Committee of the Whole agenda, as per the attached.  

Motion by Shelley Eilenberg, second by Patti Crossan, to approve item 2.1 as listed above. 

Mr. Martin said he received a new agenda this afternoon and it does not meet our criteria because 

it was not received three days before the meeting.  Dr. Bedden explained that pursuant to the 

judge’s order, the Board received a correction because it was court ordered that we remove the 

item that the judge said could not be acted on.  A roll call vote was taken and the results are as 
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follows:  Mr. Martin, No; Mr. Lydon, Yes; Mr. Berdnik, Yes; Mrs. Brancato, No; Mr. Dixon, 

Yes; Mrs. Eilenberg, Yes; Mr. Godiksen, No; Mrs. Crossan, Yes.    

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 5-3, with Mr. Martin, Mrs. Brancato, and Mr. Godiksen 

opposed. 

3. NEW BUSINESS

Mrs. Eilenberg read the following resolution: 

Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 

3.1  Approves the personnel agenda, including Retirements, Terminations, Resignations, 

Authorization to Employ, Leaves of Absence, Change of Status, Fine Arts Festival and Co-

curricular additions and deletions, as per the attached (Mrs. Eilenberg) 

Motion by Shelley Eilenberg, second by Andrew Dixon, to approve item 3.1 as listed above.  

Dr. Bedden responded to questions and comments from Mr. Godiksen and Mrs. Brancato 

regarding the resignations of the bus drivers.  A roll call vote was taken and the results are as 

follows:  Mr. Lydon, Yes; Mr. Berdnik, Yes; Mrs. Brancato, No; Mr. Dixon, Yes; Mrs. 

Eilenberg, Yes; Mr. Godiksen, Yes, Mr. Martin, Yes; Mrs. Crossan, Yes.  

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 7-1, with Mrs. Brancato opposed. 

Mrs. Eilenberg read the following resolution: 

Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 

3.2 Approves the Letter of Agreement – Secondary Coverage Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) with the Centennial Education Association (CEA) for the 2021/2022 school year to 

provide compensation to William Tennent High School teachers to provide short term instruction 

in classrooms where instruction requires specific certification while the classroom teacher is on 

a leave that is not covered by a short term or long term substitute, as per the attached (Mrs. 

Eilenberg) 

Motion by Shelley Eilenberg, second by Andrew Dixon, to approve item 3.2 as listed above.  

Dr. Bedden said he received a communication from CEA today and he wanted to let the Board 

know there will be a revision of this item at a later time.  A roll call vote was taken and the 

results are as follows:  Mr. Berdnik, Yes; Mrs. Brancato, Yes; Mr. Dixon, Yes; Mrs. Eilenberg, 

Yes; Mr. Godiksen, Yes; Mr. Martin, Yes; Mr. Lydon, Yes; Mrs. Crossan, Yes. 

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 8-0-0.  

Mrs. Eilenberg read the following resolution: 

Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 

3.3 Approves the agreement between Centennial School District and Devitt Enterprises LLC to 

provide support as interim Assistant Principal at Davis Elementary School effective November 
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29, 2021 through January 24, 2022 or earlier; district cost not to exceed $500.00 per day, as per 

the attached (Mrs. Eilenberg) 

Motion by Shelley Eilenberg, second by Andrew Dixon, to approve item 3.3 as listed above.  

Dr. Bedden responded to questions from Mr. Martin, Mr. Godiksen and Mrs. Brancato.  A roll 

call vote was taken and the results are as follows:  Mrs. Brancato, No; Mr. Dixon, Yes; Mrs. 

Eilenberg, Yes; Mr. Godiksen, No; Mr. Martin, No; Mr. Lydon, Yes; Mr Berdnik, Yes; Mrs. 

Crossan, Yes.  

Final Resolution:  Motion carries 5-3, with Mrs. Brancato, Mr. Godiksen, and Mr. Martin 

opposed. 

Mrs. Eilenberg read the following resolution: 

Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 

3.4 Accepts the resignation of Mr. Jon Panofsky (Mrs. Eilenberg) 

Motion by Shelley Eilenberg, second by Andrew Dixon to approve item 3.4 as listed above.  

Mr. Martin said he was surprised that this resignation was presented at the November 9 Board 

meeting and he spoke about Mr. Kilkenny’s memo from August 12 regarding the Board’s limited 

ability to add agenda items.  He said the Board did not have a copy of the resignation letter and it 

was not read.   He stated the prior actions of the Board were not done correctly.  He said he has a 

prior commitment on December 3 so he will not be here for that meeting.  He believes that any 

action taken tonight on this item is illegal.  Additional comments were made by Mrs. Brancato, 

Mr. Dixon and Mr. Godiksen.  Dr. Bedden said the resignation letter is attached to the Executive 

section of tonight’s agenda in Board Docs.  A roll call vote was taken and the results are as 

follows:  Mr. Dixon, Yes; Mrs. Eilenberg, Yes; Mr. Godiksen, Yes; Mr. Martin, No; Mr. Lydon, 

Yes; Mr. Berdnik, Yes; Mrs. Brancato, No; Mrs. Crossan, Yes. 

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 6-2, with Mr. Martin and Mrs. Brancato opposed. 

4. PRESENTATIONS

4.1 Education Committee Presentations (Mr. Godiksen) 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE PRESENTATIONS 

4.1(a) 
William Tennent High School Program of 

Studies - New Courses 
Dr. Henrich 

4.1(b) Reimagining Middle School Mr. Golderer and Mr. Hayes 

Mrs. Brancato left the meeting at 8:23 p.m. and returned at 8:25 p.m. 

4.1(a)  Dr. Henrich spoke about the two new courses that are proposed to be added to the 

William Tennent High School Program of Studies. 
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Dr. Bedden explained that last Friday the Board and the community received information  

regarding the developments that have happened in the PA Department of Education over the past 

15 years, and how the district responded to those developments. 

 

4.1(b) Reimagining Middle School -   Mr. Pat Golderer spoke about the research they received a 

year ago about what makes a successful middle school.  There was a video presentation on 

Reimagining Middle School.  Mr. Martin Hayes responded to questions from Mr. Godiksen and 

Mr. Dixon.  Dr. Bedden noted there is a public version of this presentation that will be posted on 

the website tomorrow, and it will be shared with 5th graders and with Home & School 

Associations.  This topic will be part of the budget process.   

  
5. EDUCATION/PUPIL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

 

5.1 Items Presented for Information (Mr. Godiksen) 

 

None 

 
5.2 Items Presented for Approval (Mr. Godiksen) 

 

Item 5.2(e) was pulled from this portion of the consent agenda at the request of Mr. Martin.  Item 

5.2(c) was pulled from this portion of the consent agenda at the request of Mrs. Brancato.   

 

Mr. Godiksen read the following resolutions: 

 

Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 
  
  

  APPROVE  REJECT  NEW  RENEW  CHANGE  
EDUCATION/PUPIL SERVICES COMMITTEE - 

ACTION ITEMS 

5.2(a) X   X     
Approves the William Tennent High School Program of 

Studies. 

5.2(b) X   X     
Approves the Middle School Program of Studies and 

Academic Schedule Change. 

5.2(c) X   X     

Approves an additional Social Emotional Academic Learning 

(SEAL) teacher leader position at William Tennent High 

School to support our staff and students; district cost not to 

exceed $2,000.00. This position also supports the 

Pennsylvania Department of Education College and Career 

Readiness Standards and School Climate Improvement 

Process.  

5.2(d) X   X     

Approves the appointment of Social Emotional Academic 

Learning (SEAL) teacher leaders for the positions approved 

at the September 28, 2021 Committee of the Whole Board 

meeting. 

5.2(e) X   X     
Approves the Settlement Agreement and Release for student 

19-13. 
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Motion by Flemming Godiksen, second by Andrew Dixon, to approve items 5.2(a), 5.2(b),  

and 5.2(d), as listed above.  Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 8-0-0.

Mr. Godiksen read the following resolution: 

Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 

APPROVE  REJECT  NEW  RENEW  CHANGE 
EDUCATION/PUPIL SERVICES COMMITTEE - 

ACTION ITEMS 

5.2(c) X X 

Approves an additional Social Emotional Academic Learning 

(SEAL) teacher leader position at William Tennent High 

School to support our staff and students; district cost not to 

exceed $2,000.00. This position also supports the 

Pennsylvania Department of Education College and Career 

Readiness Standards and School Climate Improvement 

Process. 

Motion by Flemming Godiksen, second by Andrew Dixon, to approve item 5.2(c) as listed 

above.  Melissa Bolden and Dr. Bedden responded to Mr. Martin’s questions.   

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 8-0-0. 

Mr. Godiksen read the following resolution: 

Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 

APPROVE  REJECT  NEW  RENEW  CHANGE 
EDUCATION/PUPIL SERVICES COMMITTEE - 

ACTION ITEMS 

5.2(e) X X 
Approves the Settlement Agreement and Release for student 

19-13.

Motion by Flemming Godiksen, second by Andrew Dixon, to approve item 5.2(e ) as listed 

above.  Melissa Bolden responded to Mr. Martin’s questions.   

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 8-0-0. 

6. FINANCE COMMITTEE

6.1 Items Presented for Information (Mr. Berdnik) 

FINANCE COMMITTEE - INFORMATION ITEMS 

6.1(a) PSDLAF Monthly Report 

Mr. Berdnik spoke about item 6.1(a). 

6.2 Items Presented for Approval (Mr. Berdnik) 

Mrs. Brancato asked for item 6.2(b) to be pulled from this portion of the consent agenda. 
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Mr. Berdnik read the following resolution: 

Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 

APPROVE  REJECT  NEW  RENEW  CHANGE  FINANCE COMMITTEE - ACTION ITEMS 

6.2(a) X X 

Approves, retroactively, the agreement of lease from the 

Bucks County Intermediate Unit for classroom space at Davis 

Elementary School for the 2020/2021 school year in the 

amount of $53,000.00. 

6.2(b) X X 

Approves, retroactively, a temporary, additional $2.00 per 

hour/per day worked Pandemic Recruitment and Retention 

Incentive for all current and future part-time 180-day support 

staff positions starting November 6, 2021, until June 10, 

2021; district cost is $541,102.00 to be funded through the 

ESSER Grant and Food Service Operations. 

Motion by Christopher Berdnik, second by Andrew Dixon, to approve item 6.2(a) as listed 

above.  

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 8-0-0. 

Mr. Berdnik read the following resolution: 

Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 

APPROVE  REJECT  NEW  RENEW  CHANGE  FINANCE COMMITTEE - ACTION ITEMS 

6.2(b) X X 

Approves, retroactively, a temporary, additional $2.00 per 

hour/per day worked Pandemic Recruitment and Retention 

Incentive for all current and future part-time 180-day support 

staff positions starting November 6, 2021, until June 10, 

2021; district cost is $541,102.00 to be funded through the 

ESSER Grant and Food Service Operations. 

Motion by Christopher Berdnik, second by Andrew Dixon, to approve item 6.2(b) as listed 

above.  Dr. Bedden responded to questions from Mr. Godiksen and Mrs. Brancato. 

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 8-0-0. 

7. OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

7.1 Items Presented for Information (Mr. Martin) 

None 

7.2 Items presented for Approval (Mr. Martin) 

Mr. Martin read the following resolutions: 
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Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 

APPROVE  REJECT  NEW  RENEW  CHANGE  OPERATIONS COMMITTEE - ACTION ITEMS 

7.2(a) X X 

Approves, retroactively, the facility use request from 

Southampton Basketball for a 50% reduction of fees for the 

use of the Klinger Middle School gym on Sunday, October 

10, 2021; cost to Southampton Basketball with the reduction 

of fees is $90.00. 

7.2(b) X X 

Approves, retroactively, the facility use request from 

Centennial Aquatic Club for a 50% reduction of fees for the 

use of the William Tennent High School pool from 

September 2021-May 2022; cost to Centennial Aquatic Club 

with the reduction of fees is $6,560.00. 

7.2(c) X X 

Approves the facility use request from Centennial Aquatic 

Club for the use of the William Tennent High School pool on 

Sunday, December 12, 2021 for the Odd Age Meet; cost to 

Centennial Aquatic Club with the reduction of fees is 

$420.00. 

Motion by Charles Martin, second by Andrew Dixon, to approve items 7.2(a) through 

7.2(c), as listed above.  Mr. Berdnik said he is concerned with the retroactive requests.  

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 8-0-0. 

8. ADJOURNMENT

8.1 The next meeting of the Committee of the Whole will be held Tuesday, January 25, 2022 at 

7:00 p.m. 

Motion by Andrew Dixon, second by Christopher Berdnik to adjourn the meeting.  

Final resolution:  Motion carries, 8-0-0. 

The School Board Meeting adjourned at 9:27 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Anne Robold 

Board Secretary 
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